
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

DECEMBER 29, 2024  ✠  8:00 AM AND 10:15 AM



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS! 
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home. 

✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today. 

✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  Ask anyone if 
you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help! 

✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little kids have a hard 
time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome here.  Jesus said: Let the little 
children come to me!  If your little one is restless, feel free to spend a minute in the 
entryway, you should still be able to hear through speakers. 

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil.  They would love to meet you and 
serve you however they can! 

A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Lord Jesus, you call the weary and burdened to yourself, to refresh them and give rest to 
their souls.  Let me experience your love through your Word and Sacrament today.  
Remove the rags of my flesh and adorn me with the garment of your goodness. 
Strengthen my faith, increase my love and hope, and receive my thanks and praise for 
your glory. Amen. 
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THE GIFT OF GOD: A SUBSTITUTE AND A SACRIFICE 
Already as a child, Jesus' saving work had begun. His entire life, he served as our subsitute, 
perfectly obeying God's Law. Just think of how we often neglect the study of God's Word. Then 
look at twelve-year-old Jesus, eager to be in the temple learning more about Scripture. However, 
he would need to do more than be our subsitute. Eventually he would lay that perfect life down 
as the sacrifice for our sin. 



THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.  

Hymns not printed in this service folder are found in the blue hymnals in each pew.   

Hymn  347     Angels from the Realms of Glory 
Invocation  
Please stand at the minister’s direction if you are able 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.                   Matthew 28:19

Amen.
Confession and Absolution

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.
   silence for reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✙  
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Song of Praise                       Hymn 334 

Let us all with gladsome voice 
    praise the God of heaven, 

who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 
    his own Son has given.

2 To this vale of tears he comes, 
    here to serve in sadness, 

that with him in heav’n’s fair homes 
    we may reign in gladness.

3 We are rich, for he was poor; 
    is not this a wonder? 

Therefore praise God evermore 
    here on earth and yonder.

4 Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, 
    bless us and be near us. 

Grant us now a glad new year. 
    Amen, Jesus, hear us. 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us strength 
in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.
Amen.

Be seated. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

First Reading 									 Isaiah 50:4-9	
The servant of the Lord (Jesus) spoke through the prophet Isaiah. While we have not always trusted God, 
Jesus demonstrated perfect obedience and trust, even when his Father asked Him to be the sacrifice for 
our sin. 

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-
instructed tongue, to know the word that 
sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one being 
instructed.
The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;

I have not been rebellious,

I have not turned away.
I offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my 
beard;
I did not hide my face from mocking and 
spitting.
Because the Sovereign Lord helps me,
I will not be disgraced.
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Therefore have I set my face like flint,
and I know I will not be put to shame.
He who vindicates me is near.
Who then will bring charges against me?

Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser?

Let him confront me!

It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.
Who will condemn me?

They will all wear out like a garment;
the moths will eat them up.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 84  selected verses 
How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! 

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.

Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the 
wicked.

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor; 
no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.

Lord Almighty, blessed is the one who trusts in you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Second Reading          Hebrews 2:10-18 

Through His suffering and sacrifice, Jesus has made us holy. He now calls us His brothers and sisters. 

In bringing many sons and daughters to 
glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom everything exists, should 
make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through what he suffered. Both the one who 
makes people holy and those who are made 
holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 
He says,
“I will declare your name to my brothers 
and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your 
praises.”
And again,“I will put my trust in him.”And 
again he says,
“Here am I, and the children God has given 
me.”

Since the children have flesh and blood, he 
too shared in their humanity so that by his 
death he might break the power of him who 
holds the power of death—that is, the devil
— and free those who all their lives were 
held in slavery by their fear of death. For 
surely it is not angels he helps, but 
Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he 
had to be made like them, fully human in 
every way, in order that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in service 
to God, and that he might make atonement 
for the sins of the people. Because he 
himself suffered when he was tempted, he 
is able to help those who are being tempted.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand  

The Holy Gospel                          Luke 2:41-52 
Even as a boy, Jesus was acting as our substitute, demonstrating obedience to the heavenly Father and 
respect for God's holy Word. 

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.  When he 
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was twelve years old, they went up to the 
festival, according to the custom.  After the 
festival was over, while his parents were 
returning home, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem, but they were 
unaware of it. Thinking he was in their 
company, they traveled on for a day. Then 
they began looking for him among their 
relatives and friends. When they did not 
find him, they went back to Jerusalem to 
look for him. After three days they found 
him in the temple courts, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. Everyone who heard him was 
amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. When his parents saw him, they 
were astonished. His mother said to him, 

“Son, why have you treated us like this? 
Your father and I have been anxiously 
searching for you.”
“Why were you searching for me?” he 
asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father’s house?” But they did not 
understand what he was saying to them.
Then he went down to Nazareth with them 
and was obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

Be seated. 

Hymn of the Day |   535     Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery 

Sermon 

Please stand. 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Church 

Through the obedience of Your Son, you 
have covered our disobedience, and with 
His righteousness you have made us 
righteous. Sanctify us with the power of his 
Word and the outpouring of your Spirit, 
that we also may be devoted to our Father’s 
business. Lord, we love the house where 
you live, 
the place where Your glory dwells.

Look at our restless world, on the many 
who do not know You and have no relief 
from their burdens. Bring rest to them 
through the proclamation of Your Word. 
Bring new souls to faith in You, that they 
may find their rest in You. Lord, we love the 
house where you live, 
the place where Your glory dwells.

Give children zeal for your Word. Give 
them teachers who teach your truth with 
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love and care, that they may grow to love 
their heavenly Father’s house. Lord, we 
love the house where you live, 
the place where Your glory dwells.
Your only Son shared our flesh and blood to 
destroy the devil’s power over death. Help 
your faithful people who suffer temptations 
and hardships of all kinds, including 
sickness and weakness, especially… 
Harry Calvert (Nancy Brandt’s brother-in-law with 
serious health struggles), Sam (cancer), Frankie 
(Robyn’s young friend with cancer), Chaunc 
(Krystal’s son), Nathan (Zahn’s nephew on military 
deployment), JoElla (recovering from radiation 
treatment), Craig (chronic back issues), Janice and 
Julia (cancer diagnosis), Paul (Pam Farrel’s nephew 

with serious health issues), Angie (Mert and 
Francine’s daughter with health issues), Kaylee 
Hahn’s grandmother (in hospice)…. 

Give strength of spirit and of body as it fits 
Your good and gracious will for us. Lord, 
we love the house where you live,
the place where Your glory dwells.

Listen, Lord, to the thoughts and cares of 
our hearts.  
 Silent prayer  

All these requests we bring you through 
your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.   
Amen.	

Offering     
         
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out of  
 thanks to Him.  
There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give in that way.    

To donate online, either scan the QR code on the left or text princeofpeace (no 
spaces) to (833) 693-7056. You’ll receive a link in response. Follow the link to the 
Prince of Peace secure giving page. 

THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whose wonderful 
and mysterious birth You have opened our eyes to the glory of Your grace and renewed in our 
hearts the fervor of Your love.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, 
for you have had mercy on those whom 
you created and sent your only-begotten 
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior.  Grant us repentant and joyful 
hearts as we receive His body and blood for 
our salvation. Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

DECEMBER 29, 2024  - PAGE   8



all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Remember us in mercy as we pray… 

	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord Jesus 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
 my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Lamb of God  

Be seated 

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 
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A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS 
Children and those who are not communicant members of our church may come forward 
for a blessing. Those who do are asked to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because we love you.  
That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other congregations in our fellowship 
take the Lord’s Supper this morning. This is not a judgment of anyone’s faith, it is simply our desire to 
uphold what God says in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11 about who should receive Holy Communion and 
how.   Because we believe from these words that Jesus’ body and blood is really present in and with 
the bread and wine, we want to be sure that it is received in the manner He has commanded us. 

Please speak to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if you’re not 
part of our congregation.  Thank you for your understanding! 

Hymn  361    Go, Tell It On the Mountain 

Hymn  334   I Stand Beside Your Manger Here  

After the distribution, the minister speaks this blessing: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. 
Go in peace. Your T sins are forgiven.
Amen.

Stand 

Prayer and Blessing 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share our 
humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 
Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.                                                                  
The Lord bless you and keep you.                                                                                     Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Closing Hymn    330    Peace Came to Earth 

We thank the Lord for Greta Boettcher and her musical gifts used to serve us and our Savior this morning!
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